
 

 

 City of Piedmont 
 

Park Commission Agenda 
Wednesday, August 4, 2021 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Via Teleconference 
 

 
COVID 19 ADVISORY NOTICE 

 
Consistent with Executive Orders No. N-25-20 and No. N-29-20 from the Executive Department of the 
State of California, the Park Commission meeting will not be physically open to the public and committee 
members will be teleconferencing into the meeting via ZOOM Teleconference.  
 
To maximize public safety while still maintaining transparency and public access, members of the public 
can participate in the meeting in several ways: 

 Computer or smart phone: Click on https://piedmont-ca-gov.zoom.us/j/81613027284  

 Computer or smart phone: Click on https://piedmont.ca.gov/government/meeting_videos and 
select the Park Commission meeting 

 Telephone: Dial (669) 900-9128 and enter webinar/meeting number 81613027284 

 Television: Watch on KCOM, Comcast Channel 27 or AT&T UVerse Channel 99 
 
To participate in the meeting by providing public comment, members of the public may use the ZOOM 
platform to make live, verbal public comments. To speak to the Commission, click the “Raise Your Hand” 
button when the item on which you would like to comment is called. If you are connected to the meeting 
by phone, please dial *9. When it is your turn to speak, the moderator will call your name and unmute 
your line, at which point you will have three minutes to address the Commission. After the allotted time, 
you will then be re-muted. Instructions of how to “Raise Your Hand” is available at 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205566129%0D-Raise-Hand-In-Webinar  
 
Any member of the public who needs accommodations should email the City Clerk at 
cityclerk@piedmont.ca.gov or call (510) 420-3040 who will make their best efforts to provide reasonable 
accommodations to provide as much accessibility as possible while also maintaining public safety in 
accordance with the City procedure for resolving reasonable accommodation requests. Information about 
reasonable accommodations is available on the City website at https://piedmont.ca.gov. 
 

 
Call to Order  Pledge of Allegiance 
 

 
Public Forum This is an opportunity for members of the audience to speak on an item not on 

the agenda.   
 

 
Regular Agenda  
 
1. Approval of Park Commission Minutes for June 2, 2021 
  
2.  Update on EBMUD Pipeline Replacement Project on Manor Drive 

https://piedmont-ca-gov.zoom.us/j/81613027284
https://piedmont.ca.gov/government/meeting_videos
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205566129%0D-Raise-Hand-In-Webinar
mailto:cityclerk@piedmont.ca.gov
https://piedmont.ca.gov/


 

 

 
3.  Update on Highland-Guilford Steps and Handrail Project and Adjacent Mature Coast Live Oak  
 
4.  Update on Drought Response in Parks and Open Spaces 
 
5.  Update on Regulation of Glyphosate Products in the City of Piedmont 
 
6.  Update on Heritage Tree Signage in the Parks 
 
7.  Update on “Walking the Perimeter of Piedmont” – A Self -Guided Walking Tour  
 
8.  Monthly Maintenance Report: Park, Open Space, and Street Tree Update for the Months of June 

and July 2021 
 

 
Announcements, old business and consideration of future agenda items  

 

 
Adjourn  
 

 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Park Commission are available for public inspection in the Public Works 
Department during normal business hours.   
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
the City Clerk at (510) 420-3040.  Notification at least two business days preceding the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II] 
 
In accordance with G.C. Sec. 54954.2(a) this notice and agenda were posted on the City Hall bulletin board and also in the 
Piedmont Police Department on July 30, 2021. 



 

DRAFT 

PIEDMONT PARK COMMISSION 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, June 2, 2021 

 

A Regular Session of the Piedmont Park Commission was held June 2, 2021, via teleconference, consistent with 

Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20 and the Alameda County Health Official's Order #20-04. In accordance with 

Government Code Section 54957(b), the agenda for this meeting was posted for public inspection on May 28, 2021. 

 

CALL TO ORDER Chairperson Dunlap called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

ROLL CALL Present: Chairperson Patty Dunlap; Commissioners Amber Brumfiel, Betsy 

Goodman, Jim Horner, Brian Mahany, Eileen Ruby, Robin Wu 

 

Staff: Public Works Director Daniel Gonzales, Parks and Project Manager 

Nancy Kent, Public Works Supervisor Nick Millosovich, and Administrative 

Assistant Mark Enea  

 

PUBLIC FORUM There was no Public Testimony 

 

REGULAR AGENDA The Commission considered the following items of regular business: 

 

Minutes – 05/05/21 Commissioner Horner clarified his comments regarding the Spring Tree 

Planting Update as the sloping site may cause the pathways to be reconstructed 

in different locations and, consequently, affect the locations of the tree 

plantings. He suggested staff develop some plans before the trees are planted. 

 

Resolved, that the Park Commission approves the Park Commission meeting 

minutes of May 5, 2021 as amended. 

Moved by Ruby, Seconded by Goodman 

Ayes: Brumfiel, Dunlap, Goodman, Horner, Mahany, Ruby, Wu 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

Street Tree Removal 

at 227 Magnolia Ave. 

Parks and Project Manager Nancy Kent reported the liquidambar tree was 

reviewed in April 2019, and the tree's condition is ranked as very poor. She 

reviewed damage caused by the tree and advised that the replacement tree will 

be a Chinese pistache.  

 

Public Testimony was received from: 

 

Emily Weisner indicated that the tree is badly disfigured and that a future 

landscape project for her property includes trees. 

 

Chairperson Dunlap read a letter from the Fongs at 118 Magnolia Avenue in 

support of the removal. 

 

Commissioners noted the poor condition of the tree and the benefits of replacing 

the liquidambar with a Chinese pistache and suggested removing the surface 

roots along with the tree. 

 

Resolved, that the Park Commission approves the removal of the liquidambar 

street tree with tag number 27 at 227 Magnolia Avenue and the planting of a 

Chinese pistache in its place. 



Park Commission Minutes 

June 2, 2021 
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Moved by Ruby, Seconded by Wu 

Ayes: Brumfiel, Dunlap, Goodman, Horner, Mahany, Ruby, Wu 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

EBMUD Pipeline 

Replacement Project 

Update 

Ms. Kent presented information regarding the community meeting, the 

EBMUD project, City improvements, and street tree preservation and 

replanting processes. She noted additional outreach to inform residents about 

the project. 

 

There was no Public Testimony on this matter. 

 

Dracena Park Update Ms. Kent reported copper post caps were installed on the Becker bridge to 

address vandalism and summarized vandalism to the oval lawn, bioswale, and 

bathroom. She advised that Piedmont Police Department is working with the 

Public Works Department to address the issue which will include additional  

patrols by  the Community Service Officers (CSO) . 

 

There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 

 

Commissioners discussed temporarily installing motion-detecting cameras and 

signage stating the consequences of vandalism. 

 

Japanese Maple at the 

Team House Update 

Ms. Kent related the history of the Japanese maple tree, the diagnosis of an 

Armillaria infection, and options for a replacement tree. 

 

There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 

 

Chair Dunlap proposed a future discussion of memorializing a Heritage Tree 

after its removal. 

 

Monthly Maintenance 

Report – April 

Public Works Supervisor Nick Millosovich indicated staff has maintained 

vegetation around City Hall and pedestrian pathways, planted seven trees, 

removed debris from creeks, installed memorial benches, and spread mulch in 

parks and medians.  

 

Ms. Kent thanked Piedmont Garden Club for preparing hanging flower baskets 

for Community Hall.  

 

There was no Public Testimony on the matter. 

 

REPORTS AND Commissioners agreed not to schedule a July 2021 meeting. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 4, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, Chairperson Dunlap adjourned the meeting at 

6:51 p.m.  
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Update on Drought Response in City Parks 

and Open Spaces 

Resources for Residential Landscapes 

August 2021
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Working with Coastland Engineers,  lawn areas in City  parks have been mapped. Public Works is monitoring water use and making 
adjustment to the  irrigation systems to comply with EBMUD’s voluntary 10% water reduction request. See chart with site identification 
numbers and acreage. 
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The City of Piedmont has thirteen park and open spaces with lawn for a total 
of 213,383 Sf or 4.8 acres of lawn. 
The City in coordination with our maintenance contractor is evaluating 
where we can reduce water consumption and  reduce demand in our 
municipal landscapes. The maintenance team is focusing on  maintaining 
healthy soil profiles and  mulch layers, using drought tolerant and native 
plants for any new installations and monitoring  our irrigation systems in the 
field and on line using the EBMUD website.  
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Irrigation Tip #1: Check for Overwatering

Irrigation Tip #3: Install Soil Moisture System 

Source: https://ebmud.com

Irrigation Tip #2: Check Moisture level 



Irrigation Tip #4: Watering Guide
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Source: https://ebmud.com

Irrigation Tip #5: Create Irrigation Zones
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Irrigation Tip #6: Adjust Watering Times- Water Dawn or 
Dusk 

Source: https://ebmud. com

Irrigation Tip 7: Water Deeply, Less Often 



Irrigation Tip 8: Switch to Drip Irrigation

Irrigation 9: For Lawn and Large Planting areas: Upgrade  to Rotary 
Sprinkler Heads 
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Source: https://ebmud.com



Landscape Tip 10: Maintain a Healthy Soil and Mulch Layer and Consider Sheet Mulching
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Source: https://ebmud.com
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Landscape Tip 11: Caring for Sheet Mulched Gardens

http://www.lawntogarden.org/maintain-your-
garden



Landscape Tip 12: Minimize Non-organic Fertilizer Use Landscape Tip 13: Create a Rain Garden 
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Update on Regulation of Glyphosate Products in the 

City of Piedmont 

 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 

CALIFORNIA 
 

 
        
          July 6, 2021 
 
Public Works Department 
 
 
To:  Daniel Gonzales, Director of Public Works 
 
From:  Nancy Kent, parks and Project Manager 
 
Re:  Regulating Glyphosate Products  

 
Recently, Public Works was asked by several residents to investigate how the City 
could prohibit the use of glyphosate products, such as Roundup, within the City for 
both public and private landscapes. 
 
California law prohibits cities from creating local ordinances that ban the use of 
pesticides and that includes glyphosate.  The state controls pesticide use through the 
Department of Pesticide Regulation  (DPR).  Though Piedmont cannot adopt a local 
ordinance banning public and private glyphosate product use, Public Works and their 
landscape maintenance contractors have led by example and for the last 15 years 
have not used pesticides or herbicides in their maintenance practices for our public 
landscapes.  
 
For our residential landscapes, the City can continue to provide information on safe 
alternatives to glyphosate products and through the Clean Water program, Public 
Works staff provides information and handouts at the Harvest Festival and 4th of July 
celebration. At the City’s first Sustainability event last year, Our Water Our World 
provided the public with hands on alternatives to harmful pesticides in garden use.   
 
Additional information on RoundUp is listed below.  

 

 What is RoundUp: Roundup is the brand name of a systemic, broad-spectrum glyphosate-
based herbicide originally produced by Monsanto, which Bayer acquired in 2018. Glyphosate 
is the most widely used herbicide in the United States.  
 

 How does it works on plants: Glyphosate is non-selective, which means it will kill just 
about any plant it comes into contact with. (If you overspray or spray on a windy day, 



wherever the chemical lands, it will damage or kill plants. Although predominately used 
to kill weeds or noxious plants, it is not designed to specifically kill weeds- it will kill non-
targeted healthy non- invasive plants as well.) Once the compound is applied, plant 
leaves absorb and pass it throughout the plant down to the roots. It prevents plants from 
making certain proteins they need to grow.  
 

 Glyphosate products are not Used by PW or our Landscape Maintenance 
Contractor::  
As part of our Clean Water Program: ACCWP- the City developed an Integrated Pest 
Management Policy (IPM) in 2010. It is attached for reference. According to Dave Frankel 
the City’s Maintenance Staff has not used glyphosate products in the City for over 15 years. 
This was largely driven by concerns expressed by residents and PW determination to find 
other methods for controlling weeds in our parks. Our IPM policy is now part of our 
maintenance contract with Terra Landscaping our landscape maintenance 
contractor.  Weeds are not sprayed but are handled by physical removal and maintaining a 
mulch layer to prevent weed growth. In summary, we do not have any pesticides or 
herbicides at the Corporation yard and City Staff and our landscape maintenance contractor 
do not spray pesticides in the City. 

 

 Required reporting of pesticides, herbicides and chemicals used in the landscape 
or in pest management: As part of our ACCWP annual report we report municipal 
pesticide use. For Piedmont, the only chemicals reported are the pest treatment 
products used by Clark Pest Control around the outside of our buildings. The majority of 
their use is for rodent control and contained in bate boxes. The City also use Gringrich 
Horticultural for mole, vole and gopher removal. This work is done by underground traps 
and no chemicals are used in that work. 
 

 Can herbicides such as RoundUp  be regulated by municipalities through local 
ordinances: No. For reference information from ACCWP : 

 
California law (Chapter 1386, Statutes of 1984, ) states that no local government 
may prohibit  or in any way attempt to regulate any matter relating to the 

registration, sale, transportation, or use of pesticides, and any of these [local] 
ordinances, laws, or regulations are void and of no force or effect. 

 

 Can herbicides such as RoundUp  be banned for residential use in Piedmont: No, 
the City cannot have an ordinance banning municipal or residential use of pesticides. The City 
can have a policy, as we do, that in practice, no pesticides are used by city staff or city 
maintenance contractors.  

 

 How can we help our residents find alternatives to RoundUp: Our Clean Water program 
supports Our Water Our World Program- (OWOW) 

o The purpose of the Our Water, Our World (OWOW) program is to raise awareness of 
the connection between pesticide use and water quality and provide information to 
consumers at the point-of-purchase about integrated pest management (IPM) and 
less-toxic alternatives that are not causing water quality problems. For more info.: 

.http://ourwaterourworld.org/ 
o OWOW has developed signage and messaging at retail outlets such as Home Depot with 

displays of alternatives to RoundUp. Our residents can look for those displays at garden 
centers. They have a great website and even a pest “Identify a Bug” tab.  

 



 Public Outreach by the City:  
o In February 2020, Public Works along with Piedmont Garden Club and Piedmont 

Connect had an informational open house focused on sustainable practices for 
residential landscapes. Our Water our World had a table at our event and we had very 
positive feedback about the information provided and non- pesticide alternatives for 
treating pests in residential landscapes.  

o Staff hosts a table at the Harvest Festival and 4th of July with information on safe 
alternatives for pest management in residential gardens. 

o Staff is also working with Piedmont Connect on a Drought Symposium in September for 
our residents as part of that event we hope to have OWOW present safe pesticide 
alternatives. 

 



 

CITY OF PIEDMONT 
CALIFORNIA 

 

 
 

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 
This pest management policy shall apply to all pest control and pesticide use within the City of 
Piedmont, by the City.  Piedmont seeks to implement effective and appropriate pest management 
programs throughout the community, which minimize and/or eliminates the use of pesticides.  
City contractors, community agencies receiving funding from the City, and all persons are 
encouraged to voluntarily follow the City’s Pesticide Management Policy when engaged in pest 
control and pesticide use within the City. 
 
The definition of a pest is:  any organism which adversely interfere with aesthetic, health, or 
economic goals of humans.  The definition of a pesticide is:  any substance or mixture of 
substances which is used to kill, repel, suppress, or mitigate any pest. 
 
Pesticides shall be assumed to be hazardous.  Reasonably available non-pesticide alternatives 
should be used preferentially.  For all pest problems the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
scheme outlined below should be followed with non-chemical management tactics used first: 
 

1. Design and construct indoor and outdoor areas to reduce and eliminate pest habitats. 
 

2. Modify management practices including watering, waste management, and food storage. 
 

3. Modify pest ecosystem to reduce food and living space. 
 

4. Use physical controls such as hand weeding, traps, and barriers. 
 

5. Use biological controls—introducing or enhancing pest natural enemies. 
 

6. The use of chemicals shall be considered as a last resort and selected and used by a 
licensed Pest Control Operator in accordance with pesticide selection criteria as stated 
below. 

 
The hazard (risk of harm) associated with a pesticide use is primarily a function of the 
chemical’s intrinsic toxicity and the extent and frequency of its use.  Except for the control of a 
pest which threatens the public health or where hazard and exposure to people, wildlife or the 
environment is expected to be minimal, any pesticide determined to have evidence of causation 
of cancer, birth defects, mutations, or other severe chronic health effects is banned from use. 
 
Ongoing education to acquaint city employees and the public with the IPM approach will be 
provided by trained staff. 
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Self- Guided Tour Map EXHIBIT A

Pedestrians walking the route need 
to exercise caution and where 
sidewalks or crosswalks are not 
accessible or clearly marked, be 
aware of surrounding conditions and 
approaching traffic.  



Self- Guided Tour Directions

Pedestrians walking the route need to exercise caution and 
where sidewalks or crosswalks are not accessible or clearly 
marked, be aware of surrounding conditions and approaching 
traffic. W
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