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City of Piedmont Honored for Sustainability Achievements
The City of Piedmont has been awarded the Institute of Local Government (ILG)’s
Beacon Spotlight Award for Sustainability Best Practices at the Platinum level.
The Spotlight Award recognizes sustainability actions that go above and beyond state
mandates, highlighting creative and local solutions for addressing climate sustainability
in ten areas, including energy efficiency and conservation, green building, and waste
reduction.
Climate action is a demonstrated priority for Piedmont’s City Council. Since the City’s
first Climate Action Plan was adopted in 2008, the Council has worked diligently to bring
a sustainability lens to City operations. Under the leadership of Mayor Teddy Gray King,
the City Council has shepherded several recent notable initiatives which drove
Piedmont’s platinum level recognition:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Reach Codes: In 2021, City Council adopted local building energy requirements,
also known as “Reach Codes”, which go beyond state rules. Piedmont’s reach
codes are one of few in California that address both new construction and existing
building renovations.
All-Electric Community Pool: In 2022 the City Council directed the design of
the Piedmont Community Pool as an all-electric facility. Piedmont will be one of
the first cities in California to support heating large commercial pools with
electricity. This project represents a market transformation model for the rest of
the state and beyond. Additionally, the accompanying pool facility will be the
City’s first LEED Certified Building.
EV Chargers: In 2021, the City Council partnered with East Bay Community
Energy (EBCE), the City’s local community choice aggregator, to bring four
publicly accessible DC Fast Chargers in the Civic Center, which will be installed
this winter.
Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan: In December 2021, the City Council
adopted an update to the City’s Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan, with an
additional focus on general traffic safety. The plan proposed and prioritizes a set
of infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects to improve conditions for
pedestrians and bicyclists.
Climate-Friendly Purchasing: In December 2021, the City adopted an updated
Sustainable Procurement Policy. The City first adopted an environmentally
friendly purchasing policy in 2011 and the policy adopted last year modernizes
and strengthens the City’s requirement.
Compost Giveaways: As part of implementation of Council’s adoption of waste
reduction and recycling efforts associated with SB 1383, free bi-monthly compost
giveaways for residents have distributed over 85 cubic yards of compost since
September 2021.

•

Community Education: Community education including information sessions
and resource sharing across a broad spectrum of sustainability topics, including
electric vehicle funding, green building, home electrification, Bay-friendly
landscaping, and more.

The Council and staff are continuing their efforts to make Piedmont a leader on climate
action. Currently, the City is working toward fleet electrification, developing a
Sustainable Parks Plan, and piloting a home electrification rebate program to support
residents looking to green their properties.
“I'm so proud that Piedmont is being recognized by our peers for leadership in
environmental stewardship,” said Mayor Teddy Gray King. “As mayor and as the former
chair of the Environmental Task Force, I can say with certainty that our town’s consistent
commitment to sustainability is unparalleled. From greenhouse gas emissions to water
use to household electrification, the City of Piedmont is now a regional leader in
environmental policy.”
Piedmont’s Platinum Spotlight award was recognized at the League of California Cities
Annual Conference in Long Beach on Thursday September 8th.
This is the second consecutive year Piedmont has been recognized by the Beacon
Program. In 2021, the City received a Gold level Spotlight award for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions within city facilities by 12% from 2010 to 2019, a Platinum
level award for reducing community-wide greenhouse gas emissions from 30% from
2010 to 2019, and a Gold level award for sustainability best practices.
Residents can stay informed about the Piedmont’s sustainability work by subscribing to
the City’s Climate Action email newsletter and learn about simple, everyday actions to
combat climate change by visiting piedmontclimatechallenge.org. Please contact
Sustainability Program Manager Alyssa Dykman at adykman@piedmont.ca.gov or (510)
420-3058 with questions.
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